
Officers  
  

Austin Clary 
Commodore 

 
  

Austin Nettles 
Vice-Commodore 

  

Witt Cox  
Treasurer 

  

Russell Collins 
Secretary 

  

Chris Aakjer 
Equipment Manager 

  

Julia Lewis 
Public Relations 

  

Hanna Collins 
Safety Officer 

 

Anna Lee Bradley 
Race Team Captain 

  

Liam Cunningham 
Edward Levert 

Clemson Sailing Foundation 
  

  
  
  

  
  

  

5225 University Station 
Clemson, SC 29632 

 

www.clemsonsailing.org 
cusail@clemson.edu 

 

Sailing Club Sails into Spring Semester 

2008 has sailed past us at Clemson and the 
Sailing Club has enjoyed the success of many 

activities, our racing team, and our new pro-

jects. Now that our dock is completed with car-

pet and 420 slings and the C&C has fresh paint, 
we are planning on working hard to reach our 

goal of getting a new fleet of 420s, while also 

updating and beautifying our facilities. 

We have planned and are very excited about 
our Spring Alumni Pig Roast, scheduled for 

April 4, and are working to re-establish the 

Tripp Hines Apple Wine Regatta (more info 

will be sent at a later date). If you will be at-

tending the Pig Roast, please RSVP to 
cusail@clemson.edu with the number of people 

attending. Thanks! 

The race team has had an impressive fall sea-

son and is looking to have an even better 

Spring season.  Read more on pages 2 and 3. 

Club events have had great turnouts this year.  

Read all about the great fun on page 4! 

Remember the first time you sailed?  Was it on 
Lake Hartwell?  For many of our members and 

alumni, it was!  Read about our Learn to Sail 

classes on page 4. 

The Mainsheet  
Spring 2009                                                                                                                                                           34Á 40.90õ  N 
                                                                                                                                                                               82Á 51.75õ W 

Clubõs C&C 26 Receives Much Needed Repairs in 2008 

The idea to repaint the C&C came to us late 
one evening last fall while standing around the 

fire pit at the club. The boatôs blue gel coat, 

which was badly oxidizing and chalking, had 

many scratches and blemishes from 30 years of 
service. We decided that we would paint the 

topsides late in the fall semester, followed by a 

bottom job over our Christmas break to hope-

fully minimize our sailing down time. 

We began topsides work at the beginning of 

November of 2007. After a lot of prep time 
fairing, sanding, priming, and sanding some 

more, we began to paint the hull Electric Blue. 

The topsides now look great, especially when 

compared to before. 

With the topsides painted, we took the mast 

down and motored the boat 20 miles south to a 

local marina for bottom work. Everyone that 
came for the ride enjoyed the eggs, bacon, bur-

gers and dogs, as well as the cold drinks. 

As the boat was pulled out, we crossed our fin-

gers that the hull would be in decent shape. 
Unfortunately, luck was not on our side. The 

hull had adsorbed a lot of moisture over the 

years and was badly delaminating in areas. The 
hull was peeled and allowed to dry during the 

spring of 2008 before new fiberglass was ap-

plied to the entire hull in May, followed by a 

moisture barrier coat and bottom paint.  

With the bottom job, a new speed and depth 

gauge, and a fresh UV cover on our genoa, our 

C&C is ready for years of continued use.  Read 
more about her journey and check out pictures 

on our website at www.ClemsonSailing.org! 

Topsides: Before and After Significant delamination and blistering required us to 

strip the entire hull. 
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